9/21/10: first Ecuador work meeting!

Tingo Pucara Water Pumping Project:  A joint project between EWB U. Pittsburgh, EWB CMU, and EWB Pittsburgh Professionals Chapter

General:  Water pumping project to provide potable water to a small Andean community of around 100-150 inhabitants(population has shrunk in past 3 years due to lack of water availability).  We are going to pump water up a mountain into a storage tank in the community, with the goal of eventually piping to all of the homes in the community.  OUR responsibility is only to get water up to the storage tank.  Rob is working with Pitt Civil Engineering dept. to assign the distribution/filtration part of the project to some senior engineering students in the spring as their capstone project.  Looks 90% sure it will be assigned.  
Most important take-home message:  Everything(designs-wise) is due to the Ecuadorian government by November 15th so we can accept our $15,000-$25,000 promise from the local Mayor.  We need help to get all of this work done!  Anyone who wants to see an immediate impact and payoff for work they do in a EWB project-this is the one!  We will begin construction early next year with travel opportunities abound!
Builders Beyond Borders: Group of High School students that travel to developing countries and work on construction projects.  We are trying to get them to come to Tingo Pucara to install 40 lengths of 6m tubing at the top and also make concrete wash basins.  They bring volunteers, project money(~$10,000), and it is great for the community, the kids, everyone!  http://www.buildersbeyondborders.org/  - check them out!  Also, the “Dominican Republic Video” on the bottom left of the page features Rob and his Peace Corps village while working on water pipeline installation in spring ’09.  
Past reports are (kind of) available on adrive.com:

Username: ***** (access restricted)
  
Password: *****
Also: I’ve attached the 523 (alternatives analysis) that we submitted last year.  Many of our assumptions have now changed since the last trip, though.  But it’s a good thing to skim through to get a feel for what we’ve thought about and discussed previously.

Soon:  Rob and the others will sort through this online mountain of information to send everyone a condensed version of key information.  Everything needed to design this project. 

As an EWB group we have to produce many reports to allow EWB nationals to check what it is we are doing and how the project is progressing.  The next report due is…
The current google doc for the “524 document”, a report due to EWB (DUE OCT 17!) is:
https://docs.google.com/document/edit?id=1UahvGMUFxzMTcGJajAEq3FGhzYnstluvibfquyd7Wp4&hl=en
We need to check this document
Keep in mind that this is a serious report that we will send to EWB Nationals.

This is separate from the design report we will send to Ecuador by November 15th.  This document will be more detailed with engineering qualifications for every decision we make and material we choose.  The design report for November 15th is a final design that does not need to provide as much justification.  It will include: Design, plan drawings, construction plan, budget, very short environmental impact assessment. 

Former EWB travel members if you have questions (but  pls don’t email everyone at once): 
Key: “PPC” is Pittsburgh Professional Chapter of EWB
	Trip Year
	Name
	E-mail
	Chapter
	Position

	'09 and '10
	Xihua Chen 
	xhchenexp@gmail.com
	PPC
	Past Project Manager

	'10
	Craig Johnston 
	cjohnston41@hotmail.com
	PPC
	Project Co-Manager

	'10
	Mark Barlow 
	MBarlow@centria.com
	PPC
	Member

	'10
	Melissa Day 
	mdaylite@gmail.com
	CMU
	Unofficial Secretary

	'10
	Rob Gradoville 
	rgradovi@gmail.com
	PITT&PPC
	Project Co-Manager

	'09
	Brad Byrom 
	Brad.Byrom@kimballcorp.com
	PPC
	Past Mentor

	'09
	Beth Cullinan 
	elizabethcullinan@gmail.com
	PPC
	NE Region EWB Pres.

	'09
	Erica Spiritos 
	espirito@andrew.cmu.edu
	CMU
	CMU EWB Co-Pres.

	'09
	Courtney Baker 
	cabaker@andrew.cmu.edu
	CMU
	CMU EWB Co-Pres.

	'09
	Paroma Saha 
	ParomaSaha@gmail.com
	PITT 
	Member


ASCE(American Society of Civil Engineers): There’s a dinner on Oct 1st, $20, If you are interested - http://www.asce-pgh.org/Resources/Pictures/2010kickoff.jpg
 
Also there’s a board meeting every first Thursday of the month, we will present our project to them soon to get professional support.
(talk to Joshua)

